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Agenda
● Revisit our original challenge & goals
● 2025 seed quality summary
● 2026 harvest yield report out
● What comes next? 



The Challenge
Kelp nurseries across Alaska are 
experiencing two common challenges, which 
have contributed to a state-wide trend of 
producing variable quality seed: 
1. Routine bouts of biological 

contamination
2. Inconsistent sporophyte density, which 

can lead to bare patches of growth



The Response
● The purpose of the workshop was to 

improve seed quality across the state of 
Alaska. 

● This season, we aspired to achieve:
○ 100% quality spools distributed to 

AK farmers
○ 20% increase in yield across 

Alaskan farms

How did we do? … 



2024 2025

Alaska Seed Quality Progress



2024 2025

Alaska Seed Quality Progress

1.54 lb/ft 
Statewide 

Average Yield

2.06 lb/ft 
Statewide 

Average Yield

34% Increase! 



● 2025 AK statewide harvested yield average for sugar kelp: 
● 2026 AK statewide harvested yield average for sugar kelp: 









Reflections?



● Additional research 
questions?

● Additional workshops?

● Updates from nursery 
operators for 26-27 
season

What Comes 
Next? 



Thank You! 


